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Dear Members,

!

This report aims to highlight the key activities for the Basketball Wales National team programme and
it’s development programme, The Elite National Development Centres (ENDC) and key steps that are
being taken to aid the progress of player and team development in the 2015-2016 international season.
This has been our most ambitious year ever, which has given all our teams from U11’s to U18’s the
opportunity to represent their country. This task has been made more achievable by the grants
Basketball Wales was ably to secure to support the national team programme, from European funds that
were targeted for such programmes. there are too many people to mention and thank, but you can be
assured that Basketball Wales has thanked those individuals for their effort this year.
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MINIS BOY’S & GIRL’S.
!

We had decided in 2013-2014 that a greater emphasis should be placed on helping athletes develop the
technical ability and tactical understanding at a young age. The process started with 3 free mini’s sessions
and when it was identified that there were sufficient numbers, a U11’s trial was held and 12 boy’s and 12
girls were selected to take part in a training programme that concluded with both groups competing in a
International Festival which included Scotland. This proved to be a very successful and worthwhile
project and we will now extend this to U12’s for the 2015-2016 season with a longer training programme
and possibly U11’s and U12’s team which will be based on numbers and standards at NT trials. The
programme will conclude with an International Test Series against Northern Ireland that has already
been arranged.
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U14’s BOY’S
Adam Williams, one of the development coaches was assigned his first Head Coaching position and was
responsible for selection at trials, the preparation and the development of the U14’s group. He was
supported by Coach Oakey and Coach Price. This group had a focus on continuing the main goal of the
ENDC by improvement in fundamental skills and team development.
22 players were selected and attended monthly and more regular training sessions prior to competition.
Their primary event was the FIBA U14’s Summer Slam in Scotland, which was a great motivator for the
group and the feedback from the staff and players was so positive that we will attempt to secure a place in
the 2016 event.
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U14’s GIRL’S
This is the first time that numbers have been sufficient for us to run a separate group of girls at this age.
A great deal of the success for this needs to be put down to the work of Justin Thompson, who led the
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group and certainly enthused and developed the programme. This group had the target of competing in
the Surrey International Festival at the U15’s level. The group was kept with all participants and
separate training sessions were set up for the team that was going to compete. This was a challenging
event as they were playing more established teams and a year up. the plan is that this was to give them
experience for them to return to the tournament in 2016 at the appropriate age with the opportunity to
work on the areas that were identified in their first visit.
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U15’s BOY’S
The U15’s programme held it’s trials as to national team timetable and a squad was selected of 21. 3 of
this age group were identified as potential team members for the U16’s, so were moved up and were not
involved with the training programme for the U15’s and only 1 was placed back in the U15’s squad for
competition. the target competition for this group was a 3 team Test Series in Belfast against Ireland.
Preparation and training was very positive and the Test Series was a great learning curve for the group,
although it is clear that our athletes require greater exposure to this type of event on a more regular basis
to better prepare them for competing at this standard.
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U16’s Girl’s and Girl’s
!

This area has seen the greatest progress, with our best results at International level achieved this year.
With the U16’s securing 2 wins in a tournament for the 1st time and their highest placement of 4th and
the U18’s securing a 2nd medal in 3 years. This has been greatly based on a great deal of investment, time
and effort from al those involved with the ENDC. The girls numbers are now stable across the ages with
increasing participation and adding regular good quality competition to the programme in the form of
English regional teams and good club sides attending events at the ENDC and International experience
gained throughout the teams visit to Scotland.This has all been achieved against a backdrop of very litre
club access for our players, which has made the achievement of the coaches even more commendable.

!
!
U16’s Men’s
!

The U16’s programme this year, was our most ambitious. The trials identified 22 players which were
eventually cut down to 15. They competed in Euro Cup tournament in Italy as well as an International
against San Marino. It’s been well documented that the U16’s suffered some major injury issues this year,
which after Italy, led us to re-evaluate the squad. Additional players were brought in to strengthen the
team, which then embarked on test matches against Ireland, England and a camp in Edinburgh which
included 2 Internationals with Scotland. the teams injury problems continued throughout the summer,
although the team preformed very well in Europe, finishing 4th in a very strong tournament line up.
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U18’s Men’s
!

This was one of our deepest squads, with a wealth of experience which has been gained through the
growth of the ENDC. The programme started with 2 groups, U17’s and U18’s which were cut down to
one squad. They also attended the Euro Cup and had a very strong victory over San Marino. This was
followed by wins over Ireland and Surrey as part of the build up. The programme this year was based
more on camps than on regular monthly training, which is the format that will be used this year. This
seems to be the best way to bring in the players that have moved on to Academy programmes. The team
preformed very well in a very tough pool group with all 3 medalists coming from that pool. The team well
deserved their bronze medal.
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U20’s Men’s
!

We have relaunched the U20’s and now include U23’s as the stepping stone for the senior mens
programme. Training programme started over the summer and we are looking forward to being able to
retain players coming out of U18’s in readiness to go on to the senior men.
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Senior Women/Senior Men’s
!

This was a rest year for the seniors as there are no tournaments. Both programmes have now started
their activities and dates for both have been added to the national time table. Through interview, we were
very fortunate enough to secure the services of Keith Mair to the senior mens team and further news on
both of these programmes will come out during the next few months.
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3x3 Men’s and Womens U18’s
!

This year was our 1st venture in to the youth categories in 3x3 and through a great deal of hard work
from the 3x3 co-ordinator, Neil Fairburn, Wales were eligible to compete. We have gained valuable
insight into the 3x3 format and will be looking to take this forward this year with earlier selection of
teams and more events attended, We would like to thank Mike Halpin for galvanising the boys and girls
teams and his feedback will form the basis for us to move forward on 3x3.
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ENDC Regional Programme

!
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This year was the 1st year we ran 2 tournaments, U14’s in North Wales and U17’s in South Wales. East
Wales region won the U14’s and North Wales won the U17’s. It is clear that the North Wales ENDC is
having a very positive effect on youth player standards and we hope through the funding applications
made to FIBA that we will be able to develop the regional programme over the next 2 years.
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3x3 Tournament
!

This has become a large part of the annual calendar for the national programme. this year saw a record
number of teams compete, 48 in total. Our big challenge this year will be to engage senior team players to
take part.

!
!
Focus Player Session
!

This is a new programme for 2015/2016. Even though we have made great progress, our players still need
significant support to be able to maintain a level with our European rivals. The focus player sessions will
give our players an additional 5 hours coaching per month based on positional skills and fundamentals
only. this is being run for the younger age groups, U12’s - U15’s boys U12’s - U16’s girls.
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Coaching Staff
!

This year has seen a further increase in coaching opportunities due to the greater number of teams we
now operate and after a successful advertising and recruitment programme, the national team staff is
now at 31. We are also pleased of that 31, we have been able to recruit 9 female staff to help support the
women’s programme. There was only 1 group of posts that were not filled, which was with the U17’s men.
This will be re-advertised in the coming months.
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Darren Oakey
Elite Performance Director
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