Basketball Wales AGM 2017
Chair – Introduction:
On 26 April 2017 I physically attended my first Basketball Wales Board meeting as your Independent
Chair – in other words after the financial reporting year ending 31 March and close to the conclusion
of the 2016-17 playing season. The surprise invitation to fill the role of Independent Chair, following
the departure of Dr Steve Lloyd in late 2016, came earlier in 2017 with the appointment confirmed
at the Board’s February meeting.
Consequently the Basketball Wales 2017 Annual Report relies heavily upon the Directors’ reports for
information. This should not come as a surprise to members of Basketball Wales, as your Directors,
in addition to their corporate duties and responsibilities, undertake a variety of important tasks that
benefit the organisation. In my short time as a member of the Board I have been impressed by the
calibre of your Directors and the quality and volume of their contribution to the governing body.
On your behalf I thank and congratulate each and every one of them for the work that they
undertake and their substantial contribution to basketball in Wales. In particular a big thank-you to
Gavin Williams (Secretary General) for his help and guidance, not to mention the vast amount of
work that he completes for Welsh basketball, and to Ian Blackburn, of Sport Wales, for his continued
support, especially with the recognition process for Basketball Wales.
As a Board we are currently seeking Directors and/or committee members to lead or assist with: (1)
Schools Basketball, (2) Coach Education and Development, and (3) Club Development and
Competitions. Please contact Gavin or me, or any other Board member if you have the time,
experience and desire to assist with the development of basketball in Wales.
We rely almost exclusively upon unpaid volunteers at every level of the game, from the Directors,
the staff for each of the national Welsh squads, administrators at association and club level, coaches,
officials and the many parents / family members who contribute with fund raising, transport, etc. It
is essential that we constantly recognise, thank, appreciate, retain and expand this exceptional
volunteer workforce and assist where possible to reduce their workload.
Keith Mair
Independent Chair
Basketball Wales
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