Basketball Wales Under 12 Boys Report 2017-18
After a successful trial back in September, the squad comprised of 27 boys from South Wales with the
exception of a couple of players who came from Aberystwyth and Manchester. In the new year we had
2 people drop out due to time commitments and 1 drop out due to a serious injury. From this 24-man
squad, we split them into a National squad and a Development squad in preparation for the 2
tournaments we had planned.
We split the squad up based on what we saw during the first 4 training session which took us through to
January. We always spent the first hour and a half on individual fundaments including shooting,
rebounding, 1v1 defence and ball handling. The second half of each session focused on team principles
on both the offensive and defensive end of the floor. In addition to this, we held a mini tournament
against local club team in order to give the players a chance to play with each other, this also gave us a
chance to see which focuses from training are being carried into games. Once we had made the initial
squad, we then played another couple of games against the U13 Girls squad before we finalised our
decision.
Throughout the year, we did a number of different events and activities to help raise money for our trip
to Belfast and Surrey. We ran a tuck shop during every training session, small tournament and games.
We organised a sponsored walk up Pen-y-fan and we also organised sponsored t-shirts.
At the end of May, we took 10 players out to attend the Torraine Sears Invitations Tournament in
Belfast. This was an extremely successful tournament as it was the first time this group of players
represented Wales in a different country. The tournament was exceptionally well run, and we finished
with a record of 2-4. Other teams that attended this competition included Dublin, Manchester Giants as
well as a number of well organised Irish teams. We were the youngest team at the tournament but
throughout the week they began to gel as a team and they represented Wales very well. Aside from
basketball the boys got to see a bit of Belfast during an open-top bus tour which they found very
interesting.
Our final tournament took place more recently in Surrey on the 15th July where both teams attended.
The National Team finish with a record of 4-1 finishing second in the tournament after losing by a point
in the final. The development squad finished 0-4 after narrowly losing 2 games by less than 5 points.
The tournament was a great end to the season as we got to see the final product of both teams. On top
of this we all met up the evening before for a meal together and it was clear to see how well the boys
were gelling.
After taking a week to review the season gone, I feel it has been a very successful year. For all but a
handful of players, it was their first time being part of Basketball Wales. My objective was simply to
make sure the training sessions were fun, educational, and players had a positive experience within the
Welsh squads. It was clear to see from both the tournament that all players enjoyed competing in the
Welsh jersey and had enjoyed the overall experience.
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